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We are pleased to announce 
that the 


JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


is selling and distributing the wonderful 


“PARAGON BINDINGS” 
of 
DON R. PHILLIPS, VANDALIA, MICH. 


We carry stock of PARAGON BINDINGS in New Orleans 
so that we can give you good service on the prebound books 
that are on Don Phillips’ selected list (about 1300 titles) . 


The J. B. C. Believes That They Are in a Position 
To Helpfully Serve You With: 


PROMPT SERVICE 
LOWEST PRICES 

WELL SELECTED BOOKS 
OUTSTANDING BINDINGS 


of 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
We Invite You to Send Your Orders to Us 


THE JENKINS BOOK CO. 


Wholesale Booksellers 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE.— NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 


WRITE FOR YOUR CATALOG TODAY 
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“®QNT VIEW NO. L-100 CHARGING DESK 


line of library furniture 
by Southern Desk Company 


Featuring Mellow Oak finish, the charging desk illustrated 1s sectionalized to fit any 
library need. Ask for Catalog 36 to see illustrations and details of the entire compre- 
hensive line. Suggested layouts gladly furnished you on request, without cost or 
obligation. 
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in your present floor space : 
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I. Mrs. Doster Appointed on Library Commission 


Mrs. C. A. Doster, Durant, was appointed by Governor White as a 
member of the Board of the Mississippi Library Commission representing 
the Mississippi Federation of Women’s Clubs. Mrs. Doster is Parliamen- 
tarian for the state Federation and has served in various local and state 
club offices. She is a member of the Durant Woman’s Club, of the 
MacDowell Music Club of Jackson and a member of the state and 
national Federation of Music Clubs. 


Mrs. Doster was instrumental in organizing the Durant Public 
Library, which has expanded its services to the people of Holmes County, 
and for some years was a member of the library board of trustees. Mrs. 
Doster succeeds Mrs. W. C. Mathews of Tupelo on the Commission Board. 


oO 





II. Mississippi Library Association Meeting 
October 22 - 23, 1954 
Hotel Heidelberg, Jackson 


Manie Berry, president, says the MLA program is coming along in 
fine shape and promises to be two days and two evenings of profitable 
working together, inspiring addresses, fun and fellowship. Librarians, 
trustees and other interested laymen are invited and reminded to make 
early reservations at the hotel. 


Though all details are not yet worked out the program will be as 
follows: 


Friday—Registration begins at 9 a.m. and continues throughout the 
meeting. (Secretary-Treasurer will be on hand to receive dues). 


The first general session at 2 p.m. will begin on a high note, with 
an address by Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Associate Executive Secretary, 
American Library Association; this is to be followed by a panel discussion. 


An Evening with Mississippi Authors will be a delightful event 
beginning at 7:30, followed by tea and a social hour. Some of the 
authors expected and their recent books are: 


Louise Eskrigge Crump, author of Helen Templeton’s Daughter and 
Face of Fear; Mrs. Narena Easterling, Strange Way Home and Gifts from 
God; Pat Smith, River is Home; Katherine Bellaman, Parris Mitchell of 
King’s Row and Hayvens of Demaret; Tom Person, Bar-Face, No Land 
is Free, Trouble on the Trace—other authors as they are available. 


Saturday morning there will be a business session. At the 12 o’clock 
luncheon meeting there will be a talk by Mr. Harry Clark of West Point, 
President of Southern Industrial Development Council. Mr. Clark will 
discuss the state’s industrial development and the part librarians have 
in this new upsurge of industry. 


Saturday afternoon there will be section meetings of College, Schoo! 
and Public librarians and a new section will be organized which will 
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include lay members interested in library development. This section will 
be led by Mrs. Percy Howard, a member of the First Regional Library 
Board and state president of the Citizen’s Library Movement. This will 
provide a fine opportunity for library trustees and other laymen to 
come together to discuss their particular interests. Librarians are urged 
to bring their trustees to the meeting. 


The Saturday evening dinner speaker cannot yet be revealed but the 
president says it will be a prominent person whom MLA members will 
not want to miss. 


Mr. Harvey Mowrey, assisted by Martha Couty, are booking many 
interesting exhibits and there will be scheduled time for seeing them. 
Mrs. Claudia Landrum, Secretary-Treasurer and Mary Alice Hatchett, 
membership chairman, have done good work in enrolling a large member- 
ship which promises full attendance. There may be some Barber Shop 
singing, and there certainly will be good times for all—Better Come! 

—_—_——9-—__——— 
III. Southeastern Library Association Meeting 
September 30 - October 2 
Biltmore Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia 


Mrs. Jessie Boyd and the program committee have organized a fine 
program for the 1954 SELA conference. 


James Saxon Childers, editor of the Atlanta Journal, Dr. Archibald 
Rutledge, poet laureate of South Carolina, and Dr. Julian Boyd, editor 
of the Jefferson papers will be the principal speakers. Mr. Childers will 
address the general session on Thursday evening. Drs. Rutledge and 
Boyd will speak to the evening meeting on Friday. In a lighter vein, 
Marie Ortega of the College of Mexico City, will give a program of 
Mexican folk songs on Friday evening. The subject of Thursday morn- 
ing’s general session will be “The Value of Libraries in Technical Re- 
search.” 


The College and University librarians will hear Dr. Robert B. Downs 
of the University of Illinois and Dean Harley Chandler of the University 
of Florida on Thursday afternoon. Jack Dalton of the University of 
Virginia will speak Saturday morning on the vital subject to all librarians 
of “Education for Librarianship in the Southeast.” 


“Extra-Mural Service — The Library at Work with other Groups” is 
the subject of the County and Regional Section meeting Friday afternoon. 
Lura G. Currier, Mississippi, has arranged an interesting panel discussion. 


John R. Banister of the Public Library Section will present Morris 
Abram of Atlanta speaking on “Censorship of Man’s Ideas.” Miss Grace 
T. Stevenson of A.L.A. will speak to the public librarians on “Where We 
Stand in Library Adult Education Today.” Following the Public Library 
program the Armed Forces librarians, meeting with this section, will 
hear Dr. Louis Shores speak and lead a panel on present and future 
trends. 
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740 St. Charles Ave. New Orleans 12, La. 
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Azile Wofford is in charge of the School and Children’s Section 
program. She will present Eunice Query and Louise Meredith in Book 
reviews on Friday and on Saturday the program for that group will 
include Mary Louise Rheay, Gertrude Coward, and Nancy Jane Day, 
our incoming President. 


David J. Haykin of the Library of Congress and Miss Clyde Pettus 
will speak to the catalogers on Friday afternoon. 


The Reference Section will hear a program built on the report of the 
committee on a “Classified List of Reference Books and Periodicals for 
College Libraries.” They will also consider the “Control of State Historical 
Material.” 





IV. NEWS FROM LIBRARIES 
1. School Libraries 
Reported by Sue Coltharp 


School librarians have been so “busy” vacationing 
this summer that school library news is very scarce 
this quarter. 


Several librarians attended the school library workshop at Missis- 
sippi Southern College, July 26-30. 


From information gathered at this workshop by Mrs. Iola Magee, 
Librarian of Monticello Consolidated School, we see that much activity 
has been going on in many of our school libraries this summer. We are 
sure that we shall hear of more planning and building when our 1954-55 
school year begins. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Kennedy, Librarian, Port Gibson High School, says 
that during the summer vacation their library is being redecorated. The 
walls painted a soft but rich shade of pink and woodwork and shelving 
done in gray have eliminated considerable glare, while adequate floure- 
scent lighting is being installed to take care of dark days that will 
surely come. The floor has been covered with asphalt tile. The study 
tables were sanded to remove the “marks of time” and refinished so 
that they match the chairs, while across one end of the room is a new 
storage cabinet that will improve housekeeping, and the top furnishes 
much needed space for displays. Help from the PTA and civic clubs has 
enabled the school to assemble a creditable collection of books so that 
they can begin their new school year with all the enthusiasm attendant 
upon going into an actually new building. 


Newton High School, Mrs. Cora Edwards Librarian, is really getting 
a “new look” this summer. New blinds, new blond chairs and tables, 
redecorated walls—all this to go with their new fall periodicals and 
two new sets of encyclopedias will make their library most attractive. 
Mrs. Edwards also tells of a novel idea of fostering more faculty interest 
in the library. A poster was made with little booklets of construction 
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Library Bureau—A Complete Library Planning Service 


LIBRARY BUREAU means 
much more than beautiful tech- 
nical wood equipment and steel 
book stack. This is true because 
LIBRARY BUREAU represents 
a service of people...people who 
give constant creative thought 
to library planning problems... 
people backed by decades of ex- 
perience in solving them. 

This experience is yours in our 
unique Planning and Consulta- 
tion Service...and this applies 
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whether you’re building, remod- 
eling, or simply re-arranging 
your library. 

Your LIBRARY BUREAU 
Specialist will gladly tell you 
more about this noteworthy 
service to librarians and archi- 
tects. Or, if you prefer, you can 
get complete details by writing 
to Remington Rand at any of 
the addresses listed below. Why 
not do it today? It’s a service 
well worth knowing about. 


341 Madison Avenue, Memphis 3, Tenn. 
2216 Fifth Avenue N., Birmingham 3, Ala. 





1711 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 13, La. 
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paper attached to the cardboard. Faculty members were asked to write 
their favorite titles in these booklets. The caption for the poster was 
“Faculty Favorites.” 


Madden High School, Mrs. Grace V. Phillips, Librarian, reported 
that they were planning to freshen the walls of their library with a 
pastel shade of green. New bookshelves are in the process of being built 
to take care of their fall selection of books. A new bulletin board is to 
be added to stimulate interest in the use of the library. 


According to Mrs. John Keyes, Librarian of Collins High School, 
their library is getting attention this summer too. The Agriculture teacher 
has sanded and varnished the tables. Books have been ordered and are 
in the process of being cataloged in order to have them ready for students 
to use in September. New shelves are being added and more bulletin 
boards placed about the room. 


Utica High School Library is being repainted in harmonizing pastel 
shades. Venetian blinds will be installed. Mrs. W. H. Green, Librarian, 
says she anticipates weeding the fiction, and also hopes to weed and 
replace numbers of volumes of reference. This is another school library 
that has organized assistants to help. 


The Camden High School Library is planning a completely new set- 
up this year. We regret that the school building, including all the library 


books and records, was destroyed by fire last year. Mrs. W. S. Milton 
is the English teacher-librarian. 


Mrs. Eliza Backstrom says her main interest for the library in 
Quitman High School for the 1954-55 is that of providing more materials 
on Mississippi. They have already quite a few books and have ordered 
a number to be made usable at the beginning of school. She says their 
purpose for this interest is to cause the students who study Mississippi 
History to have a wider range of knowledge of our state, better under- 
standing of our problems, and a deeper appreciation of the progress and 
advantages of our state. 


Mrs. F. S. Franklin, Librarian of Redwood High School, Warren 
County, told of an interesting method of getting high school students 
to read modern English and American plays. She appointed several of 
the best students to review some of the famous plays as a part of the 
program in their Library Club. Other students enjoyed the reports so 
well that they began to check out those books. 


The Wiggins High School, Mrs. Viola Breland, Librarian, is a beehive 
of activity with its approximately 400 readers. They not only have an 
excellent stock of periodicals and books but they have the privilege of 
borrowing from the Woman’s Club that has around 6,000 volumes. 


The Monticello High School Library, Mrs. Iola Magee, Librarian, is 
improving its book collection and its service to the school. Members of 
the Students Assistants’ Library Club keep attractive bulletin boards 
up-to-date to stimulate interest. Other members help in many ways to 
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meet the students’ needs. Members of the Club have participated in the 
regional and state meetings and are looking forward to the meetings 
this year. Many references were added to their collection last year, and 
they are trying to complete a basic collection this fall. They express their 
gratitude for supplementary books from the Lawrence County Public 
Library, and the Mississippi Library Commission. 


Miss Mary Joan Finger, Clarksdale School librarian, reports a won- 
derful European trip this summer. Card from her in mid-July speaks of 
“a beautiful drive along the Rhine” and “comfortable in a wool suit.” 


Mrs. Kent Flowers McFarland, formerly bookmobile librarian of the 
First Regional Library, has accepted the position of high school librarian 
in Hattiesburg. Miss Ruthlyn Austin, who formerly held this position, 
is leaving to accept overseas library service. 


2. College Libraries 
Reported by Virginia C. Robinson 


The University has just received from Dr. and Mrs. Fayette C. Ewing 
of Pineville, Louisiana, a portion of their personal collection of outstand- 
ing French books and biographies of British authors. 


Jackson College: 


Mrs. Ernestine Lipscomb, librarian, attended a conference on the 
library and the modern college at Chicago University in June. Mrs. 


Gwendolyn Wamsley, assistant, was enrolled in the University of Illinois 
Library School for the summer session. Plans for a new library building 
are in the initial stage. 


Rust College: 


A. B. Hunt, graduate of Syracuse University School of Library 
Science, became librarian of Magee Memorial Library in June succeed- 
ing Miss A. M. Golden now employed at the New York Public Library. 
The Library now contains 21,000 volumes and the staff is six in number. 


Mississippi State Coilege for Women: 


Miss Bertha Wachsman, 1953 library science major, was featured in 
the Mobile Press Register on June 13th as “Career Girl of the Week.” 
She is on the staff of the Mobile Public Library and the University of 
Alabama Mobile Center Library. 


Of the sixteen 1954 library science graduates, six are married and 
are not engaged in library work at present. The other ten are filling 
positions in Mississippi, California, Florida and Texas. Those working 
in Mississippi are: Miss Martha Barwick, bookmobile librarian, First 
Regional Library, Hernando; Miss Mary Frances Barwick, Drew High 
School; Miss Jane Rodgers, Batesville High School. 


The library has received a Duke University 1954 thesis entitled: 
“Life and work of Eudora Welty, by Katherine Powell Hinds.” 
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On file in the M.S.C.W. library are three bound volumes, “Papers 
of the Pioneer Society of Columbus, Mississippi,” containing historical 
source material compiled by members of the society. 


The library is using the following quotation from Steinmetz for 
the encouragement of freshmen: “There are no foolish questions.” 


Miss Culbertson and Miss Robinson visited libraries at Sweet Briar, 
Vv. M. I., Randolph Macon, University of Virginia and Milligan College, 
during summer travels. At the University the recreational reading room 
is closed whenever a book vanishes and reopened only when the book 
is returned. Milligan College probably has the world’s most crowded 
library. 


Delta State Teachers College: 


Matt Dakin, of Skene, was selected by the Scholarship Committee 
as recipient of the Library Career Scholarship, a gift scholarship offered 
to members of the Delta Student Library Assistants’ Club as an incentive 
to choose library work as a career. The winner is a charter member 
and officer of the first regional student assistants’ club organized in 
1951 at the November 19 meeting held at West Tallahatchie High School, 
Webb. He holds a student assistant’s work scholarship in the Delta 
State Library. 


The library has received two books in memory of Mrs. Mauldin, 
mother of Miss Katie Mauldin, the registrar of Delta State. Another 
gift received in July was an autographed copy of Mrs. Ann Caulfeild 
Winston’s book, “A Sampler of a Mississippi Schoolteacher,” published 
by the Exposition press recently. The author is a former member of the 
faculty of Delta State and is remembered as one of its most beloved 
teachers. Miss Eleanor Harkins, librarian, spent her summer vacation 
touring Europe. 

Miss Mildred James, formerly school librarian in Rolling Fork, has 
completed work on a graduate library degree at Peabody College and 
has accepted the position as librarian in the Junior College in Poplarville. 


Millsaps College is to have a $227,511 addition to their library build- 
ing which will more than double the present capacity and make an 
entirely new and enlarged library of the present building. Bethany 
Swearingen, librarian, and her staff have done excellent work in moving 
to a temporary location in the former assembly hall while the building 
is undergoing the change. Work on the building begins in August and 
is expected to be completed in about nine months. 

Mississippi Southern: 

The Department of Library Science in cooperation with the State 
Department of Education held a Workshop in School Library Problems 
from July 26 through July 30. Two quarter hours of college credit were 
given for participation. The Workshop was in charge of Miss Anna M. 
Roberts, head of the Department of Library Science, and Miss Annabelle 
Koonce, library consultant of the State Department of Education. Guest 
consultant was Miss Sybil Baird, librarian of the Indian Springs School 
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Helena, Alabama, and editor of School Libraries, official publication of 
the American Association of School Librarians. Theme of the Workshop 
was Reference Work in the High School Library. The culminating work 
was a compilation of a bibliography of ready reference books for a high 
school library. This bibliography will be supplied to the schools by the 
Department of Education. Fifteen librarians were in attendance. 


For the third consecutive summer a Vacation Library was conducted 
at F. B. Woodley Elementary School in cooperation between the Depart- 
ment of Library Science at Mississippi Southern College, the Hattiesburg 
Public Library, and F. B. Woodley School P. T. A. The project is organ- 
ized and administered by graduating seniors in the Department of 
Library Science, while the books used in the project are furnished by 
the Hattiesburg Public Library. Two hundred and sixteen children in 
the Woodley School area participated during the period between June 
14 and August 13, 1954. 


Miss Anna Roberts and Mrs. Mary Jo Magee took their summer 
school library class on a tour of libraries as a part of their training. 
They had a full day in Jackson visiting the Jackson Public Library, 
State Library, Department of Archives and History, State Board of 
Health Library and the Library Commission. There are nine members 
of the class, all women, who are receiving majors in library science this 
summer. Miss Roberts reports that all have had offers of library positions 
which seven have accepted and two are undecided. 
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3. Special Libraries 
By 
Mrs. W. R. Lang, substituting for Dr. W. D. McCain 


If any news is taking place in Special Libraries in the 
State, it is being kept secret, judging from the absence 
of replies to most requests for news sent out. A probable 
explanation is the prevalence of vacations in July and 
August. 

Mrs. Julia Baylis Starnes, State Librarian, attended the 47th annual 
meeting of the American Association of Law Librarians in Miami June 
28-July 1. Mrs. Starnes has served as chairman of the Committee on 
Cooperation with State Libraries during the past year. 


Miss Louise Williams, Medical Librarian in the State Health Depart- 
ment, spent a week on the Gulf Coast in August. 


During the month of July 1954, the Department of Archives and 
History answered 409 requests for information, and 389 visitors and 
researchers registered in the Department. Of the 409 written requests 
for information, 138 were from 52 towns in Mississippi, and 271 were 
from 27 states, the District of Columbia, France and Mexico. Of the 389 
visitors and researchers, 266 were from towns in Mississippi, and 123 
were from Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 
Indiana, Louisiana, Michigan, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Ohio, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Wyoming. 

On July 9 the Assistant Director in the Department of Archives 
and History, Miss Charlotte Capers, left on her annual vacation, which 


comprised a flight from New York to Paris, and almost two weeks in 
France, Italy and Switzerland. 


On July 23, Dr. W. D. McCain, Director of the Department of 
Archives and History, left for Camp Stewart, Georgia, to attend summer 
training as Commanding Officer of the 373d AAA Group, Mississippi 
National Guard. 

Mrs. Ruth W. Baxter, Assistant Librarian Veterans Administration 
Hospital Library, went to Pittsburgh and Washington, D. C. on her 
vacation in August. 

Friends of Mrs. William T. Booth, the former Martha Owen, will be 
interested to learn she has a son, George, born April 1, 1954, in Tupelo. 


4. Public Libraries 
Reported by Mattie Milner 


(On vacation, Asheville, North Carolina) 





Dear Public Librarians: 


It’s so cool and comfortable in the mountains that I wish you were 
here. Then we could have a “gab” session which would be far more 
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entertaining than reading about ourselves in cold print. And we could 
tell more than I can write! This time, though, the pen will have to 
‘suffice. 


With reading programs and staff vacations, everyone has been in a 
stir. From ‘all reports, children are reading. Jeanne Broach, Meridian 
Public, expected around 60 to enroll, and what happened? They came 
467 strong; and this figure probably is underestimated. In Gulfport the 
first story hour brought 110 children whom Maria Person says the new 
children’s librarian, Beth Love, handled beautifully in crowded space. 
Mary Sherard, Vicksburg, says that their reading club is in full swing. 
She thinks Mississippi should be full of bookworms when summer is 
over as most of the libraries seem to be using this theme. Elenora 
Gralow, Lincoln County, aptly sums it up by saying, “If I had a penny 
for every bookworm in the United States today, I could retire.” Elizabeth 
Jones has gone off on a different track. She writes: “Grenada County is 
the proud possessor of a new reservoir and lake, and it is very exciting 
for a landlocked community to be suddenly catapulted into boat racing, 
swimming, and fishing in a large way. Naturally, the library is trying 
to keep pace with the general trend, so our reading program for the 
summer is based on Fishing, of course, with the slogan, “Fishing is Fun. 
Fish for Books. Try the Library Pool, June to September.” In Corinth, 
headquarters of the Northeast Region, the story hour is held in the 
library every Saturday morning and the theme has been Travel. During 
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the month of July the programs have included travel in the U. S., South 
America, the Holy Land, England, and France, with people who have 
traveled recently in these countries being in charge of the story hour 
each week. Refreshments are served and there has been a capacity 
crowd of children in attendance. The Canton Public has a very success- 
ful summer reading club and also special services to shut-ins. 


Speaking of public relations and such, various are the devices used. 
In a newspaper column “What About It” Mrs. L. B. Reid, Houston 
Public, publicizes in a most effective style the many services of the 
library, stressing particularly what it has for adults. The Lincoln 
County bookmobile schedule for the southern part of the county is 
printed in the Pike County paper and this has produced good results 
in increased circulation. The McComb radio news reporter did his part 
by voluntarily calling attention to the schedule in his broadcast. This 
fall Lincoln County is planning to begin a radio program that will 
feature the activities of the library. A memorable day for Corinth was 
July 28th when Governor White presented to Mayor Leslie Horn the 
$1,000 prize for winning first place in the Community Travel Develop- 
ment program, which is sponsored by the A. & I. Board. This award is 
given to the town that has done the most for civic improvement in the 
last six months and has given the most active participation in the 
Hospitality Program in June. A great deal of emphasis was placed on 
the contribution made by the library during the period along with the 
publicity given because of the remodeling of the building. At a meeting 
of organizations and clubs in Corinth and Alcorn County to discuss the 
plan for a regional blood bank as a part of the work of the Red Cross, 
Augusta Richardson, Northeast Regional librarian, almost broke up 
the conference when she asked how many pints of blood would be re- 
quired on each trip of the “bookmobile.” As I said, there are ways and 
ways to publicize! 


Elenora Gralow has been doing some in-service training. She and 
her staff have been taking little field trips on Wednesday afternoons 
when the library is closed. They have visited libraries in Meridian, 
Natchez, Port Gibson, Vicksburg, and have gone over the river to the 
Madison Parish Library in Tallulah, Louisiana. They hope to make it 
to Hazlehurst and the Capital Area Region before the Wednesday after- 
noon summer closings play out. 


Mrs. McGraw, Louisville, says her library is having its largest 
summer circulation, in spite of the heat, also the Board of Supervisors 
will increase the appropriation in October which will provide a much- 
needed part time assistant. Gretchen Guthrie reports that summer read- 
ing is the best ever at the Port Gibson Library. Stress is placed on 
quality as well as quantity of reading which has stimulated interest of 
young people in the classics. 


Here are some odd bits of news that I picked up here and there — 
perhaps they can be classed as miscellany. The Grenada County Library 
is binding its copies of Booklist, using Bind-Art adhesive instead of sew- 
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ing, Gaylord’s double-stitch binder and a regular book back to hold the 
magazines. As Elizabeth Jones says, “Operation on a shoe string teaches 
us many things.” Quitman County Library, Marks, had a windfall of 
$500 and Mrs. Pettyjohn is using that for children’s books. Lola Kell, 
Pascagoula-Jackson County Library, is having so much success with 
her new bookmobile that she wants another one just as soon as possible! 
Willie Dee Robbins and her board, Fisk Public, Natchez, are justly 
proud of their new branch library for Negroes. Jim Housel ,First Region, 
was passing out cigars the other day—the reason, a baby girl born 
June 28. Sibyl Hanna, Jackson Public, wants to remind librarians that 
she is receiving membership in the Children and Young People’s Division 
of A.L.A. and urges all children’s librarians to participate. Libraries 
that do not have children’s librarians may be interested in becoming 
members of the Division which makes them eligible for voting on 
Newberry-Caldecott awards and also for receiving the very valuable 
publication: TOP OF THE NEWS. 


Mr. Walter Wicker will give up the bookmobile job in the First 
Region September first to complete his library training at L.S.U. Library 
School. 


The Rosedale Library is receiving many nice books donated in 
memory of Mrs. Margaret Green, a much beloved friend of the library, 
who passed away recently. 
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Again the Evans Memorial Library is observing August 5, the birth- 
day of Dr. Evans, as Local History Day. Lucile Peacock is appealing for 
old letters and documents and has received some valuable items on 
past anniversaries. 


Jim Housel and the board of the First Regional Library have set up 
future plans which sound interesting and seemingly hold great promise 
for improved library service. Instead of having many part-time branch 
librarians on small salaries there will be fewer librarians and they will 
be well-trained, better-paid, and will work part-time in the various 
branches. One librarian will serve two or more communities that are 
close together. The total salary expenditures will not be as great as 
for the greater number of employees, though salaries will be better. 
This sounds like a good step forward and the experiment will be watched 
with interest. 


Both white and colored Boy Scouts were highly entertained when 
Louis Pritchett, a local archaeologist, talked to them at the Tupelo 
library headquarters and at the negro school, sponsored by the A. M. 
Strange Negro Branch. Lee County Library has added three new negro 
deposit stations which are served by the bookmobile. The library, which 


has constantly used radio services, is now sponsoring poetry reading time 
once a month. 


Selling The Library to the County has been the accomplished aim 
of Ludie Wood. Recently when the Pontotoc County School Board dis- 
covered $500 that they could use for school libraries they turned it over 
to Ludie to buy books for the bookmobile. Dorothy Hayes, Greenwood, 
reports: The workmen have already started pounding outside, which 
is the beginning of the long awaited and sorely needed new library 
annex; Charlsie Jennings, a Blue Mountain graduate, will become 
circulation assistant September 1; the Matinee Music Club has given 
the library a record player equipped with head sets for quiet listening; 
American Heritage discussion program grows bigger and more popular 
everyday and towns in other counties are asking how they can have 
such opportunities — but that is another story, too long to tell here. 


Mrs. Esther Pippen, a recent MSCW library school graduate, has 
been employed by the Tombigbee Regional Library as West Point 
librarian and reserve librarian for the region. Mrs. Ida Bullen, book- 
mobile librarian has been giving book reviews for Home Demonstration 
clubs in the region. Mrs. H. E. Wamble has made the Wren branch 
library into a very attractive meeting place for young and old during 
the summer months. She has story hour and reading clubs by adults 
and young people. 


The Clarksdale Library, always alert for giving their patrons the 
latest in up-to-date service, has installed a cointyper-a typewriter that 
can be used 30 minutes by dropping a dime in the slot. Anona Jenkins 
says the service is proving very popular with the patrons. The type- 
writer is placed in the library at no cost to the library. Users pay for 
the use and the library reports the proceeds to the company each month. 
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Anona also reports that she gives air conditioning a large part of the 
credit for the double in adult circulation during the hot weather. Mrs. 
Ida Lou Rhyne, Holmes County Library, reports the opening of branch 
library in Goodman. Local clubs cooperated in working up interest in 
the branch, in securing a location and doing a lot of hard work to get 
the library started. Mrs. Rosalie Skelton will be branch librarian. 
Mrs. Lina Farabee kept plugging until she got her library branch build- 
ing in Pickens painted. Altogether the Holmes County Library system 
seems to have new life and vigor under the leadership of Mrs. Rhyne. 


Here I am on vacation thinking about you and your libraries. Even 
with cool mountain breezes, beautiful scenery and with nothing to do but 
rest and have fun my thoughts go back to Mississippi and I look forward 
to seeing you again soon — maybe before this gets to the printer. 


£). 
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V. American Library Association Meeting Highlights 
By 
Lura Currier 


Mississippi librarians attending the Twin Cities meeting of the 
American Library Association held in Minneapolis in June 1954 found 
that the program committee had come to grips with many problems of 
particular significance to their own libraries. 


The currant library emphasis on reaching adult readers held the 
concentrated attention of all the Public Libraries Division’s different 
sectional programs. Each library receiving grants from the ALA Office 
of Adult Education reported their experiences, including the Mississippi 
Library Commission whose Work with Industry project is getting off 
underway. The Adult Education Section tackled the problem of how 
much adult education a library should attempt, and then presented a 
series of demonstration showing just how book talks, radio and tele- 
vision programs, and other types of contact with groups were made. 


The American Heritage program, of which Mississippi libraries have 
been a part for three years, placed its stress on leadership skills and 
upon the selection of books and films for discussion. The Audio-Visual 
Board had programs that gave many practical suggestions for starting 
record collections, using films as forum material and as supplements 
to books. 


Of special significance to Mississippi librarians were the programs 
worked out by the committees on Library Service to Labor and Relations 
with Business Groups. These discussions revealed a wide difference of 
opinion among the nation’s leaders in this field as to the best organiza- 
tional structure for work with groups of employed people, a thorough 
analysis of the basic book materials necessary for such work, and 
illustrations of techniques employed in large libraries where the depart- 
ments for work with business in the community have long been an 
accepted phase of library service. 
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The library extension division conducted five workshop programs 
on the subject of cooperation among existing libraries. Specific examples 
were given of schools and public libraries working together, cooperation 
among states, film circuits, training programs, city-county amalgamation, 
and regional library development. Mississippi’s varied types of library 
cooperation furnished one part of the discussion when Lura Currier 
told of the state’s regional organization, the unification of city and 
county libraries, and the cooperative measures adopted by independent 
libraries. 


Among the public librarians attending the meeting were Anona 
Jenkins, Mary Alice Hatchett, and Louise Trevilion of Clarksdale- 
Carnegie Library; Elenora Gralow, Lincoln County Library, Brookhaven; 
Willie Dee Robbins, Fisk Public Library, Natchez; Martha Couty, Mattie 
Milner and Lura Currier of the Library Commission Staff. 


The college libraries were represented by Don Thompson of State 
College. Annabelle Koonce, state school library supervisor, Mary Love, 
elementary school library supervisor of the Jackson City Schools and 
Verlie Duncan of Central High School Library in Jackson attended the 
sessions conducted by the American Association of School Librarians. 
School librarians placed emphasis on materials, with each of their pro- 
grams geared toward an ever increasing need for the librarians’ knowing 
the whole curriculum needs and being able to select materials to fit 
those demands 


Another angle of emphasis on adult reading was seen in a program 
by the Library Education Division on adult book courses in library 
schools. 


The pre-conference on library buildings was attended by more than 
300 librarians. The first such meeting since 1947, it covered all types 
of library buildings. The opportunity to see many beautiful and well 
designed libraries was helpful to Mississippi librarians who find an 
increasing interest in seeing that this state has better quarters for its 
libraries as well as competent personnel and adequate materials. 


General session speakers included Mrs. Oveta Culp Hobby, Cabinet 
member; Dr. Charles Mayo, president of the American Association for 
United Nations; Dr. James Lewis Morrill, president of the University of 
Minnesota, and L. Quincey Mumford who this year assumes a dual role 
of importance in library circles when he becomes president of the 
American Library Association and Librarian of Congress. He will be 
the first professional librarian who has ever held the position of director 
of the Library of Congress. Robert Gitler, who for the past few years 
has been director of the Japanese library school in Tokyo, gave a most 
interesting account of his experience there. Grace Stevenson, associate 
executive secretary of the ALA, reported on her travels among the 
libraries and educational institutions of Germany as guest of the West 
German Government. 
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VI. EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


The University of Chicago Graduate Library School sends 
the following announcement which is given here in interest 
of library training. 


The Graduate Library School of the University of Chicago, in coop- 
eration with the University of Chicago Library and the Chicago Public 
Library, announces a work-study program for qualified students. Students 
taking course work in the Graduate Library School are offered an 
opportunity to help finance their schooling and to gain practical experi- 
ence in librarianship in the several departments and branches of either 
of the libraries. Both are large libraries which offer opportunities for 
subject specialization as well as general library experience. Every 
effort is made to place students in positions which will provide an 
acquaintance with the fields of their chosen specialization and a variety 
of work experiences. 


The number of hours which the student carries in these appoint- 
ments can be adjusted to his course load in the School. In the Chicago 
Public Library, work hours and the number of hours assigned may be 
altered from three-quarters to less-than-half-time to fit the requirements 
of the individual’s program. Compensation begins at the regular sub- 
professional rate for part-time employees, and students are eligible as 
are regular staff members for merit increases. In the University Library, 
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the number and scheduling of work hours may be altered from full- 
time to less-than-half-time, and beginning compensation is determined 
by the nature of the assignment and the type of experience and prepara- 
tion the applicant presents. 


Upon satisfactory fulfillment of the requirements for admission to 
the Graduate Library School students who wish to participate in the 
work-study program in the Public Library will be given a letter of 
introduction to the Personnel Office of the Chicago Public Library. 
Those interested in the program at the University Library may corres- 
pond in advance with Miss Iris Byler, Head, Personnel and Office 
Services Department, University of Chicago Library, 1116 East 59th 
Street, Chicago 37. Specific assignments in either case are made only 
after the student has been accepted for registration in the Graduate 
Library School and has had a personal interview. Early application is 
advisable. Correspondence concerning the program and admission to 
the School should be addressed to the Dean of Students, Graduate 
Library School, University of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois. 


£) 
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Vil. LIBRARIANS ARE NEEDED 


If there is one uncrowed professional field today it is that of librarian- 
ship. The great demand for librarians, the increasing salary range, the 


variety of work and opportunities for service should constitute a real 
challenge to young people to investigate and consider librarianship as 
a profession. It should interest counselors, educators and parents who 
are concerned with the guidance of young people into useful, interesting 
and remunerative fields of endeavor. 


The Library Commission is constantly receiving requests for librar- 
ians and has been able, in the past, to bring a good many librarians 
and jobs together. The trouble seems to be that the supply does not 
meet the demand. This is a recruiting problem. We think the recently 
formed Students Assistants’ organization will be a big step in the way 
of bringing the profession to the attention of young people, some of 
whom will enter the field. 


Sometimes it happens that librarians leave the profession for other 
types of employment because they have not found a position to their 
liking. Perhaps they would like another type of library work if they 
once tried it. School librarians want to work in a public library, or vice 
versa. Some who may have had limited training and experience would 
like opportunities for further training so that they may become college 
librarians. It is the purpose of the Library Commission to help prospec- 
tive students find just the library school that best suits their need, to 
help librarians locate the type of library work that most interests them 
and for which they are best fitted. Students and librarians are asked 
to let the Library Commission know when they want to go to library 
school, to find jobs or change jobs. 
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Two requests have recently come to the Commission for bookmobile 
librarians and branch librarian. These are in the First Regional Library, 
Hernando — Mr. James Housel, librarian; and in the Harrison County 
Library, Gulfport — Miss Maria Person, librarian. Anyone who is inter- 
ested should get in touch with the above, as the positions may not be 
filled several weeks from now when this bulletin is printed. 


£). 
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VIII. LIBRARY COMMISSION BEGINS ADULT EDUCATION 
PROJECT 





The slogan “Safety First” is applicable in a very literal sense to the 
Library Commission’s Work With Industry Project. The first practical 
application of the project, for which funds were granted from the 
American Library Association, has been to furnish materials for a series 
of safety meetings held throughout the state by the Mississippi Manu- 
facturers’ Association and the Mississippi Industrial Safety Council. 


At each of the four meetings held through July and August at 
Tupelo, Oxford, Jackson and Natchez, the Library Commission has 
displayed technical books, colorful posters, informal brochures, and films 
—all on the subject of industrial safety. The follow-up of these meetings 
has consisted of special displays in the various local libraries, confer- 
ences with the librarians to examine the materials and decide on ways 
to make it useful in each community, and a book list giving details of 
the materials available and the names of the public libraries in each 
of the Manufacturers’ Association’s districts where material may be 
obtained. In several cases, the librarians have had personal interviews 
with the industrialists in her area and together they have made plans 
for further use of both printed and audio-visual materials. 


Jameson Jones, Corinth, President of the Mississippi Manufacturers 
Association, is also chairman of the Northeast Regional Library Board 
of Trustees. Long an influential leader in library affairs of the state, 
Mr. Jones has made at each of these meetings a forceful explanation of 
the library program in the state, has explained what it has meant in 
his area, and has expressed the belief that the public library is in a 
position to be of great help to the business men of the state. John Gregg, 
the Association’s executive secretary, 
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IX. AMERICAN HERITAGE DISCUSSION GROUPS 
By 
Mrs. C. C. Clark, State Director 


The American Heritage Discussion Groups are to continue. This is 
the last year that the Project will be sponsored by a grant from the 
Fund For Adult Education. Technically, the Mississippi Project is 
beginning its third year, even though there are 7 groups entering the 
4th year. These are 7 of the 14 charter groups begun when Mississippi 
was given a small grant late in the fiscal year of 1951-52. The charter 
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groups that still operate are: Greenwood, Jackson (Carver Branch), 
Meridian (2 groups), Oxford, Tupelo, and West Point. 


Looking back we find that a total of 39 discussion groups have been 
organized and 51 leaders have been trained. Twenty-three sponsoring 
libraries have promoted groups in 27 communities of the State. The 
State Office has cooperated with Delta State Teachers College in pro- 
moting an American Heritage Discussion Group in which faculty mem- 
bers and community persons participated. 


The look ahead is encouraging. Each of the 26 current groups are 
now making plans for new discussion series this fall. There is the 
possibility of organizing five new groups. Two leadership training con- 
ferences have been set up, one for late September and the other for 
late October. In addition to these two three-day conferences, two one- 
day in-service clinics have been scheduled for December and February. 


Mr. R. E. Dooley of A.L.A. continues as the popular official “Trainer” 
and assumes new duties as Field Worker for Mississippi. Miss Ruth 
Warncke, Kent County Library, Grand Rapids, Michigan, is the new 
Director of the National Project and will participate in the Mississippi 
September Training Conference. 


The library sponsored discussion group idea is destined to expand 
its scope as a result of the American Heritage Project. Already two 


libraries, Greenwood and Meridian, have sponsored discussion groups 
in other fields as a direct result of the American Heritage experience. 


As we read the thrilling reports from leaders and librarians, it is 
difficult to determine who has benefited most, the library, the librarian, 
the leader, the participant, or the community. Let a participant have 
the last word: “Whoever dreamed up this idea (American Heritage 
Discussion Group) deserves some marvelous reward. After just two 
years of being members, we would consider it a bleak winter with no 
group to nudge our sluggish minds.” 


f). 


X. A FOREIGN VISITOR 


Foreign visitors to Mississippi’s libraries have literally come from 
all over the world, with Dr. Theo Friis from the Union of South Africa 
rounding out the globe. Previously, they have come from Argentina 
and New Zealand. 





Dr. Friis is director of Library Services, Province of Natal, South 
Africa. He spent the past winter getting his doctor’s degree from the 
University of Chicago, and according to his statement: “I did not want 
to go back home until I had an opportunity to see library service at the 
grass roots.” So he visited first in Missouri and then came to Mississippi 
where he saw the Library Commission and its organization; the Capital 
Regional Library with its headquarters setup at Raymond, the branch 
at Brandon, and the mobile branch in operation at Florence. He was a 
guest of Mr. Donald Thompson at State College for a brief look at their 
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new, modern library. At West Point he met with the Board of Trustees 
of the Tombigbee Regional Library. When he got to Tupelo he had an 
opportunity to see one of their busiest rural bookmobile stops. 


In the Northeast Region, Dr. Friis got a very good view of normal, 
everyday American life, which he said interested him as much, almost, 
as library programs. 


Mr. Jameson Jones, chairman of Northeast Regional Board, took 
him to the Rotary Club where he received prizes for being, of course, 
the visitor from the farthest distance. Dr. Friis was traveling in Missis- 
sippi during Hospitality Month. At each of the town’s hospitality booths 
which were on his itinerary the Commission staff made a point of letting 
him meet the people who were making an effort to see that people were 
welcomed to Mississippi. At Corinth he saw the newly renovated library, 
visited the branch library in Iuka, gave an interview to the Daily Corin- 
thian, and went to his first outdoor movie. In addition he was exposed 
to incomparable southerncooking as the dinner guest of Mr. and Mrs 
Sam Richardson where special dishes that he had heard about and wanted 
to try were served. 


No report of these visitors can possibly portray the interest and 
value that comes both to Mississippians and to the visitors as we exchange 
ideas, examine different ways of life, and thrill again to the realization 
that it is indeed “a small world.” 


Dr. Friis’ observation about the United States and its libraries were 
all thought provoking. One will be of particular interest to Mississippi 
librarians: “Why, I never knew that women had so much executive and 
administrative ability. You women just take hold and do executive jobs 
as if you were men.” W 





XI. GUIDE TO CURRENT READING 


Mississippians are not only writing —in great numbers — they are 
also turning to literary criticism and selection. GUIDE TO CURRENT 
READING is a book-reviewing periodical edited by Walter Watkins and 
Mosely Oliver of Laurel. Beginning in March, 1954, the review is issued 
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monthly. The authors place emphasis on the fact that the list is small 
and selective, that the busy reader is not confused by being given too 
many reviews at once, but is aided in his reading choice by a limited 
and discriminating selection of the outstanding publications each month. 


The Editors — Mr. Watkins, a Rhodes Scholar, is former teacher at 
Princeton and Louisiana State University, a lecturer and writer; Mr. 
Oliver, a Business Consultant and former editor of Gun Shots, the house 
organ of the Masonite Corporation. 


Those interested in this new publication may contact the editors at 
P. O. Box 964, Laurel, Mississippi. 
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XII. Mississippi Authors 
Compiled by Martha Couty 


Andrews, William Baker 
The response of crops and soils to fertilizers and manures. 
Dr. W. B. Andrews, State College, Miss., 1954. $4.50 
1954 revision of a textbook first published in 1947. The author is 
an agronomist on the staff of the Mississippi Experiment Station. 


Brown, Robert S. 
History of the Mississippi School for the Deaf. Gower Printing and 
Office Supply Co., 2315 Fourth St., Meridian, Miss. 
What the first 100 years have been in the education of the deaf in 
Mississippi. 

Broom, Knox 


History of Mississippi Public Junior Colleges (1928-1953) Keith 
Publishing Co., 1954. $1.00 


Faulkner, William 
A fable. Random, 1954. $4.75 
Considered by Faulkner as his best literary product, this novel is 
“a religious allegory based on events near the end of World War I.” 


Hall, Georgette 


House on Rampart Street. Vantage Press, 1954. $3.50 

A novel of New Orleans in the 1830’s. The author, born in New 
Orleans, now teaches English and is the librarian in the Bay Saint 
Louis High School. 


McCain, William ed. 


Memoirs of Henry Tillinghast Ireys; papers of the Washington County 
Historical Society, edited by Dr. William McCain and Miss Charlotte 
Capers, and published by the Mississippi Dept. of Archives and 
History and the Mississippi Historical Society. Miss. Dept. of Archives 
and History, 1954. $5.00. 
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Noble, Stuart Grayson 
A history of American education. 2nd ed. Rinehart, 1954. $5.00 


Revision of a textbook first published in 1938. The author lives in 
Jackson since his retirement as Professor of Education at Tulane. 


Stephens, Annabel W. 
Pancho the monkey. Pageant Press, 1954. $2.00 


Story for young readers about a little orphan monkey. Mrs. Stephens, 
who lives in New Albany, has traveled extensively in South Ameri- 
can countries and has first-hand information on the subject of 
monkeys, banana production and tropical life which the story tells 
about. 


Street, James 
Goodbye, My Lady. Lippincott, 1954. $3.00 
The author’s native state, Mississippi, is the setting of his latest 
novel, the story of a swamp boy who is forced to part with his 
hunting dog. 


Swor, Chester 
Very truly yours. Broadman Press, 1954. $2.00 
This first book by an outstanding Baptist religious speaker consists 
of a series of messages in the style of his speeches to youth groups. 


Thames, Frances Jackson 
Girl of the hills. Pageant Press, 1954. $3.00 
First novel by a Decatur, Miss. author, about a gifted child reared by 
a Mississippi hill family. Mrs. Thames’ story draws on her back- 
ground of extensive European travels as well as on her familiarity 
with life in her native state. 


Watson, Natalie B. 


Blue and Gray together. Southland Press, Perkinston, Miss., 1954. 
$1.00 


Small mimeographed book of poems and short stories, by an English 
instructor at Perkinston Junior College. 
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XIII. Book Week 


The annual observance of Book Week will be November 14-20. 
Posters, book lists other helps and suggestions for appropriate celebra- 
tion may be secured from The Children’s Book Council, 50 West 53rd 
Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


a 


XIV. LIBRARY COMMISSION STAFF — Doings, honors and plans. 


Time never stands still for employees of the Library Commission 
and at summer’s end there is an exchange of interesting experiences of 
travels, plans and projects. These are some recent doings: 


Martha Couty, reference librarian, flew to Jamaica for a delightful 
vacation, enjoying surf bathing and luxurious hotel living; Mattie Milner, 
extension librarian, spent several weeks in the cool of the North Carolina 
mountains; Eunice Eley, director, took a northern motor tour visiting 
Niagara Falls, New York and the Canadian cities of Toronto, Ottowa 
(attending a session of Parliament) and the quaint old town of Quebec; 
Lelia Harper, bookmobile assistant, went down to south Mississippi to 
spend her vacation with the family, enjoying the new home which was 
built after their house was destroyed by storm last spring; Kay Cooley, 
Circulation librarian, returned from vacation to find that she had received 
the John C. Klein Memorial Award offered by the Newspaper Institute 
of America for the best article written by a student. Kay has been 
taking a course in journalism from the Institute and this award is an 
evidence of proficiency and of writing talent, always useful in the 
library field; Ruth Price, secretary, visited relatives in Birmingham, 
spent some time working in her garden making plans for fall flowers 
and a patio. She discovered that the subject of a portrait that she had 
painted some time ago wanted to buy it for $25.00. The portrait was 
sold and the money will help to make the patio a reality; Leatricia 
Pridgen, Circulation assistant, and her husband, toured through the moun- 
tains of Tennessee but cut their vacation short to come back and supervise 
the planning of their new home which is now under construction; George 
Fox, mailing clerk, failed to appear for work one Monday morning and 
the constant refrain of all staff members had to change from, “let George 
do it” to “that can wait until George gets back.” When the vote is taken 
as to the one indispensible member of the staff George’s name is highest 
on the list; Lelia B. Clark, Director of the American Heritage Project, 
has been entertaining her daughter and young grandson and giving in- 
structions, as only a grandmother can, in the petting and spoiling of 
children and, lest Valda had not learned the lesson well Grandmother 
has to follow them to their new home in Mobile — of course not to see 
the baby but to visit the interesting old city of Mobile; Lura, Peggy and 
Jean have watched others come and go, holding out against vacations 
and chuckling over those who no longer have this to look forward to. 
Lura Currier, Field Representative, is looking forward to a fall tour 
through beautiful New England, seeing the incomparable colors and 
enjoying the delights of their crisp, cool autumn weather; Peggy Maddox, 
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typist, is saving her vacation until her husband returns from a stretch 
in Uncle Sam’s Navy. Bobby has arrived on the west coast and it won't 
be long now; Jean Gunter, welfare librarian, has postponed her vacation 
until cooler weather and plans, among other things, to attend South- 
eastern Library Association meeting in Atlanta September 31-October 2; 


Fanny Taber, administrative assistant, will retire in September and 
plans an extended south European tour with Greece as the destination 
and possible visits in Spain, Italy, Egypt and other Mediterranean 
ports. These exciting plans call forth many admonitions and suggestions 
(unsolicited) from the staff, and the appreciation and good will of al! 
who have known and worked with Fanny during her short stay in 
Mississippi will go with her on her long voyage. 





In our new home at 


228 


Woodland Street we have more than 


TWICE 


as much room to handle your orders 
the “Southern Way” and maintain 
the service you require. 


“Library Binding at Its Best” 


Southern Library Bindery Company 


228 Woodland Street Nashville 6, Tennessee 
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